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The Koreatown Impaired Driving Prevention Project is started in response to the increase in DUI
arrest rate in Koreatown and the need for public awareness regarding DUI. In order to devise the
most effective, culturally competent, and relevant project possible, National Asian Pacific
American Families Against Substance Abuse, a non-profit organization dedicated to addressing
the alcohol, tobacco, and other drug issues of Asian American and Pacific Islander populations is
collaborating with leaders in the Korean American community to develop a DUI prevention
campaign specifically targeted toward the Korean American population. The project will
specifically target the drinking population in Koreatown by distributing relevant posters and
brochure materials throughout the area along with various presentations and community events
to raise awareness and increase knowledge. By doing so, the project staff hopes to reduce
incidents of the DUI, and injuries and fatalities related to DUI and also increase the availability
of related impaired driving data in Koreatown.

Anecdotal Evidence

This project found through the two major Korean newspapers in the Los Angeles area (Korea
Times and Korea Central Daily) that news articles regarding DUI were prevalent in the media.
These articles included editorials, reporting of accidents, court cases, announcements for DUI
checkpoints, shadowing of traffic stops, and discussion of the Korean "drinking culture.” In
particular, a recent article on a Korean woman in her 50s who was suspected of being under the
influence of cocaine after running over a family and killing a person shows that DUI among the
Korean American population is not limited to alcohol.

A few examples of headlines include:

"DUI Korean flees after an accident"

"Koreans' 'drinking culture' blamed for youth drunk driving”
"Korean drunk driving, an 'incurable disease' "

"Failure at 5 tests... 'DUI" handcuffs”

Relevant statistics

e Asians comprised of a large portion (22.9%) of the participants in DUI schools in the
Downtown/Mid-Wilshire area between 2001-2002 Fiscal Year

e Koreatown has a high number of alcohol license holders: a majority of the licensees are
Koreans and many of the licenses were originally issued in the past 5 years (selected zip
codes 90005, 90006, 90010, 90020): out of 345 retail establishments with alcohol licenses,
234 outlets were owned by Korean Americans.

e DuUI-related data: Substantial increase in DUI arrests (56.3% increase from 2002) and
collisions involving fatality or injuries (26.4% increase from 2002).

Negative Consequences of Impaired Driving
e Shame on family



e Psychological and social impact such as family break-up and etc.

e Loss of income

e Prosecuted in court for the criminal offense of DUI or refusal. Criminal penalties imposed
include jail and prison, fines, treatment, probation and license suspension

e Offenders convicted of a misdemeanor can be sentenced to jail (but not prison) for up to
one year and fined up to $1000; offenders convicted of a felony can be sentenced to
prison for up to four years and fined up to $5000.

e Drivers convicted of misdemeanor or felony DUI can receive:
o County jail or state prison

Fine, penalty assessment and restitution

Drinking driver program assignment

Vehicle impoundment or forfeiture

License restriction, suspension or revocation

Ignition interlock device requirement

Probation
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Cultural Issues of DUI in Koreatown

e “Hard-core” Drinking culture amongst Koreans: often identified as “number one” among
Asian Americans and Pacific Islander populations in rates of alcohol abuse and are self-
described as “hard-core drinkers”.

¢ The negative consequences of DUI are not so well known among the Korean population,
especially with monolingual first generation Koreans.

Community Involvement

The following organizations have been identified as Community Partners in this project:
e Koreatown Youth and Community Center (KYCC)
e Korean Community Services
e Asian American Drug Abuse Programs (AADAP)

The Project Staff expresses appreciation to the following organizations and individuals who
assisted in developing the project thus far:

e Kevin Cho, Family Chapel, OMC e Young Gi Kim, Field Deputy, Tom

e James Chong, LAPD Labonge's Office

e Michael Jolicouer, LAPD e Kiisti Nielsen, LAPD

e Sam Joo, AADAP e Scott Seo, California Alcohol Beverage

e BongHwan Kim Control

e David Jung, Behavioral Systems e Michael Sugimoto, MADD Los Angeles
Southwest e Chris Suk, KYCC

e Eddie Kim, Korean American Coalition e Korean Immigrant Workers' Association

e Howard Kim, Korean Community e Korean American Family Service Center

Services
e James Kim, Attorney
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James Chong, LAPD
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Sam Joo, AADAP

BongHwan Kim

David Jung, Behavioral Systems Southwest

Eddie Kim, Korean American Coalition

Howard Kim, Korean Community Services

James Kim, Attorney

Young Gi Kim, Field Deputy, Tom Labonge’s Office
Kristi Nielsen, LAPD

Scott Seo, California Alcohol Beverage Control
Michael Sugimoto, MADD Los Angeles

Chris Suk, KYCC

Korean Immigrant Workers’” Associattion

Korean American Family Service Center



